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Confessions of an 2
Urban Missionary Wife

James, Dan, John and Curt left our home at 6 pm
last Saturday night armed with roughly forty care
packages for the homeless. Their destination was
the “tramp camp” a downtown Minneapolis shelter,
which allows men to sleep on floor mats in a large
open room where the lights never go out. Nightly
spaces are doled out each evening beginning at 6
pm on a first come, first served basis. There is no
cost to those seeking shelter. =
The people running the facility are
gracious and allow various minis- f
tries access to minister to the
folks inside.

Christ Satisfies Ministries rou-
tinely goes there when having an
outreach to the homeless. How-
ever, this time things were a bit
different. The team never made it |
inside the shelter! Accosted asi:

STORMED AT THE SHELTER

they were exiting the van by peo-
ple looking for help and assis-
tance, the forty bags, which in-
cluded toiletries, bottled water,
some articles of clothing, gospel tracts and pocket
New Testaments, were quickly distributed. In addi-
tion to the care packages, over 100 gospel tracts
were handed out to the men and women who were
gathered outside the shelter talking, smoking and
hanging out. The floor mats don’'t come out until
later in the evening around 9 pm.

The most encouraging news of the evening was that
each member of the team had the opportunity to
share a full, in-depth gospel message with 3-4 indi-
viduals during the two-hour outreach. There were
also opportunities to point those who rejected the
Savior to the Bible.

Christ Satisfies Ministries is a non-profit project

Curt, Dan, James & John along with
Titus & Phoebe pray after the outreach
to the homeless.

of Congressional District Programs, a 501 © (3) co
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Community Outreach
Dan met a man who called Y

himself Honest John, like

the rich young man Jesus meets in Scripture he
claimed to have kept all the commands of God. Re-
jecting the gospel, he turned from Dan and their con-
versation convinced he did not need a Savior. Mark
10:21 tells us that Jesus looked at the young man
who refused Him and loved him. Praise the Lord for
His universal love, which He has
for all people. Though it is tempo-
ral; it is real.

Ba-y gospel with was Tom.  Initially,
Tom disagreed with the concept
of God judging because, as he
{said, “God is good.” James re-
minded him from the Bible that a
4 holy, just, good God must punish
w3 sin. After looking at the Word,
Tom conceded to the Truth. He
was grateful for their time together
and said that he would like to
have future discussions.

John and Curt met Victor, a young man stranded in
Minneapolis trying to get back to the Baltimore area.
They were able to share Truth with him and even
picked him up for church the next morning. He
joined us at Family Baptist.

These are but three of the many, many people out
on the streets night after night in cities across the
nation. Please join us in prayer for their souls. We
praise the Lord for the multitude of doors opened
during this outreach and are grateful for those broth-
ers and sisters who come alongside CSM to minister
to the lost and needy in our community.

rporation.
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COOK A LOT”

The call came somewhere in Nevada —
state number 10 out of 13 in our recent
5,000+ mile summer trip to visit ministry
supporters, give CSM updates and see
some of our family and friends. “A re-
porter from the Star Tribune wants to inter-
view me and write a story on the ministry
for the newspaper, “ James reported upon
returning to the van after a fuel purchase
from one of the many gas stations we vis-
ited during our three week and two day
sojourn. Interesting . . .

This was one of those potentially once-in-
a-lifetime trips. The five of us and a moun-
tain of suitcases, backpacks and laundry
baskets piled into our van, — later chris-
tened “Johnny-the-praise-the-Lord-faithful-
blue-van” somewhere along the way at an
elevation of 6,000+ feet — and headed
south to Arkansas then west to California.

Since Christ Satisfies Ministries began in
October 2005, we haven't returned to Cali-
fornia to visit any of our supporters or give
a ministry report. We have had a burden
to do so, and this summer the Lord
opened up that door. The prospect
seemed overwhelming — preparing
PowerPoint presentations and brochures,
taking time off from the ministry, ex-
penses, hotel rooms, etc. However, in His
perfect timing the Lord brought all the
pieces together. Through many unusual
avenues He brought in funding, provided
hotel rooms & lodging, and opened doors
to meet with people along the way and
share what He is doing in north Minneapo-
lis through Christ Satisfies.

We were able to visit with some dear
friends and ministry partners in Arkansas.
During the time we were with them the
ladies from their church held a monthly
prayer meeting in our friends’ home. It
was a wonderful opportunity for me to
meet these other women and pray with
them. During the course of the evening
while burdens were being shared, one of
the women commented that | must have
some tales of God’s answering prayer and
asked if | would share. It was a blessing
to recount what the Lord is doing through
CSM in north Minneapolis and tell of His
many answers to prayer as well as the
struggles and disappointments that ac-

company the ministry life — people’s
stumbles, hardships and flat out rejection
of God’s mercy and grace. It was a sweet
time of sharing with these sisters.

In California we met with several CSM
partners over the course of our 6-day stay.
With a group of friends and supporters
who came to our open house we were
able to present our ministry PowerPoint,
screen a film of our church’s ministry to
give a context for CSM, and | was able to
give an update of the various ministry op-
portunities we participated in this past
year. An “unplanned” digression took us
to Wyoming to visit a church plant and
share what the Lord is doing in our lives
and with the ministry.

Along the way we renewed ties with old
friends, visited family and saw many of the
wonders of God’s creation — the Grand
Canyon, Yosemite, Lake Tahoe and the
Grand Teton. Talk about a homeschool
field trip! The kids and | should have our
geography, science and art projects cov-
ered for the year.

With each mile, the Lord showed us great
favor and mercy. He spared Hadassah
from the flu-like bug everyone else experi-
enced. He kept the van plodding forward
even with the huge load, He kept all of
our technology working — computers,
PowerPoint, cell phones, camera. We
only had to flee from one unsavory hotel.
James’ lost eyeglasses were recovered.
And, | even began crocheting an afghan!

Once home, ministry began in full force —
kinda like jumping into a round of double-
dutch jump rope. Paradoxically, we were
revived and bushed at the same time — if
that makes any sense .

Back to the Star Tribune. Shortly after our
return James met with the reporter. They
talked much about his past fighting career,
his conversion, our move from CA to MN,
and the Lord’s leading us into urban minis-
try in north Minneapolis. He discussed our
convictions of living where we minister and
the challenges involved. He outlined the
three prongs of CSM: evangelism & out-
reach, discipleship & teaching in the local
church, and preaching to both the local
and broader church. After a look at

James’ August calendar, the wide-eyed
reporter noted that his ballistic nature
seemed to carry over from the ring to the
pulpit.

He wanted to come to our home with a
photographer to take some photos.
James told me he was going to call to
schedule the photo shoot. Well, he called
a couple of days later around 1 pm to say
that they would be there at 5 pm. | trust
you ladies reading this can empathize with
my response, “Today!!!” By God’s grace,
things were made presentable, and we
even had some tasty treats to offer along
with pink lemonade.

Tom, the photographer, arrived and a cou-
ple of minutes later Jeff, the reporter,
came in the door. After some pleasant-
ries, he asked me a couple of questions.
“Are you 100% on board with this?” “Oh,
yes, “ | explained and continued to elabo-
rate on my conviction that God had clearly
called us and continues to call us to this
particular ministry in this particular loca-
tion, north Minneapolis. Some how the
question of my role in the ministry arose,
and | told him how | was the administrator,
scheduler, newsletter writer, bookkeeper,
etc. Then, in an off the cuff way, | added,
“l cook a lot,” telling him that much of our
ministry involved serving meals — Bible
Study dinners, some of James’ disciple-
ship meetings, meals for the CSM teams
on various outreaches, etc. After a bit
more conversation, it was time for the pho-
tos to be taken. Tom posed the family
inside and out in the front yard. Then he
and Jeff suggested driving around the
community with James.

A week and a half later the article ran.
Guess how | was quoted? *“l cook a lot.”
You know what? The day it ran | was
making dinner for our homeless outreach
team. The Lord’s sense of humor keeps
me chuckling! He continually reminds me
that | need to be humble, humble, humble.
It doesn’t come easily. Praise Him for His
(gentle) reminders and rebukes.

We are grateful to all those whose prayers
and gifts the Lord used to bring about this
trip. Praise Him for the many opportunities
given for us to share His wonderful works.
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Reaching the
. hough April showers shut out
Fro ntllnes our planned neighborhood
outreach, the Lord brought us a perfect,
from Our puffy white cloud, blue sky, sunny Satur-
day at the beginning of May to hold our
Front Lawn spring Yard Giveaway. This outreach to
our common neighbors has always been
T j a blessing in the past and this one was
| no different!
Our CSM Yard Giveaways, which are
just like yard sales except all the items
8 are free, routinely bring out ministry part-
ners from several churches in and
around Minneapolis. This participation
of the saints in ministering to the people
of our community is always a great en-
couragement to us.
Several people came by to look for
~ much needed items ranging from furni-
ture to shoes and bedding to dishes.
Each person who came into our yard re-
ceived a gospel tract and an encourage-
@ ment towards things eternal. The Lord
opened the door for several opportuni-
j ties to share the saving message of Je-
Z sus. Praise Him for His mercies and
§ ( > longsuffering love.
{ A
WALKING BLINDLY
The women made their way around the block purses dan-
gling from an arm or shoulder. The eye contact is one of " # $
the most telling signs. A long, bold stare from the woman 0
on the streets to the driver of a passing car, truck or van. Yo
The vehicle turns a corner, the door opens and in she & '
goes. Another deadly transaction about to occur
(Proverbs 5:1-6). ( ((
i . 1 1 0,
James and some others interrupted this cycle of destruc- # ) Yo
tion on two separate Saturday evenings in May with out- $ %
reaches to these women in our community who are sell- ,
ing not just their bodies but their souls. & % ( (
The Christ Satisfies Ministries team approached about ten ' (
women with care packages, hot burgers, a Word from the 'k
Lord and flyers from The Healing House. Several were
receptive taking the care packages and gospel tracts, % +
talking with a woman team member about The Healing '
House program, which offers help to get prostitutes !
among others off the streets, and even asking for prayer. - #.
Another rejected the Truth and Christ’s love plugging her
ears and running away when James mentioned a Word & 10/0( ([l]_
from the Lord.

Please pray for these desperate souls. Pray that God
would remove their hearts of stone, give them hearts of
flesh and bring them into His Kingdom. —
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Praise the Lord

for His faithfulness in providing for the needs of CSM and our family
for opening doors to reach people for Christ in N. Minneapolis
for grace to minister to men through the jail & prison ministry and to those in recovery

Pray for

opportunities to visit churches and share CSM’s ministry in north Minneapolis

increased opportunities to minister to the lost and hurting in our community and to
develop deeper relationships as the Lord leads

our family’s growth in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
the salvation of our children: Trace (17), Titus (6), Phoebe (4) and Hadassah (3)

ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER

For ten weeks this summer two young
men, John Moon and Curt Doucette,
from Bob Jones University in South
Carolina have been completing an in-
ternship at our local

our neighborhood, participated with

him in discipleship meetings and took

part in our latest monthly outreach to

the homeless in downtown Minneapo-
lis.

church, Family Bap-
tist. These two men
who are heading
into their senior year
have been involved
in every aspect of
the church’'s minis-
tries including
preaching, chil-
dren’s  ministries,
youth camp, food

The Lord has used
John and Curt to
be a great blessing
and help at Family
Baptist and its vari-
ous ministries in-
cluding CSM. We
have been greatly
encouraged by
their love for the

shelf, ESL, Muslim
outreach and com-
munity  outreach.
Christ Satisfies Ministries has been
blessed by their participation in many
aspects of our ministry. They have
joined James in daily evangelism in

.. . Love Always

Just yesterday the Lord used an odd
exchange in the community to en-
courage James. As he was driving
the van through the neighborhood, he
came upon two young gangbangers,
approximately 18 or 19 years old and
a prostitute that he recognized from
previous outreaches on the corner of
5th St N. & 30th Ave. N.

While pulling up to offer a Word from
the Lord he noticed one young man
say something to his friend though he
couldn’t hear the comment. Opening
the window James called out his
regular greeting, “Would you like a
Word from the Lord?” Again the
same guy made a comment to his

John, James & Curt at Family Baptist

Lord and desire to
minister His Word
to the saints and
the lost. Pray with us for their contin-
ued growth in the Lord and direction
as they pursue vocational ministry.

Perseveres . ..

friend. His reply came quick and with
a tinge of rebuke, “Don’'t mess with
this dude! Don’t mess with this dude!
He’s been faithful to stay with us for a
long time. He’'s for real. Don’t mess
with this dude!” As he finished, the
prostitute called out, “Hi James.” All
three of them took the gospel tract.
James thanked them, wished them
well and pulled away.

Praising God for the grace to faithfully
pursue His calling upon our lives,
James was reminded of the enduring
nature of God's love and His call
upon us to live out persevering love
in our own lives.




