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“Would I get out of this van and talk to these peop le 
on the streets about Jesus?  Would I have the cour-

age to do that?” 
 

“No, I wouldn’t.” 
 

“Well, why not?  Why don’t I have the courage?  Am I 
not trusting in the Lord?” 

 
These were the reflections of at least one Northland Bap-
tist Bible College student this past weekend after being 
challenged by the in-your-face wickedness and evil pre-
sent during a ministry outreach to prostitutes and pimps in 
north Minneapolis last Saturday night (11/7/09). 
  

Christ Satisfies Ministries along with a team that included 
James, four other friends and supporters of the ministry 
and about 30 female students from NBBC, traveled 
around our neighborhood between the hours of  9 pm and 
midnight seeking to minister to women who were on the 
block selling their bodies and souls.   
 

Though CSM routinely conducts outreaches to prostitutes 
and pimps each quarter, this particular one had a ele-
vated air of depravity.  The evil was palpable and the op-
eration was atypical.   
 

Two new  team members were present.  In addition to 
that  the students from Northland who were visiting north 
Minneapolis from Dunbar, Wisconsin, attended the CSM 
outreach as part of their weekend missions trip to Family 
Baptist Church where they spent their time learning about 
and participating in the various ministries of the church.  
Their foray into urban ministry included visiting a mosque,  
touring a homeless shelter, conducting games & Bible 
lessons for some of the Hmong children involved in our 
church’s ESL program and joining CSM to minister to the 
prostitutes.  That was all on Saturday!!! 

The group didn’t need to travel very far to find the lost 
souls for whom they were looking. The area around 27th 
Ave. N. between Penn Ave. N. and Oliver Ave. N. was 
their primary location for ministry throughout the night.   
This spot, just 7 blocks from our home, was crawling with 
trouble that evening — drug dealers and buyers, gang 
bangers, prostitutes & pimps.  Sin hung in the air.  A 
group of anywhere from six to twelve men along with a 
few women occupied the corner, block and alley. They 
were hard, scary and in need of a Savior. 
 

With the college students along on the outreach, things 
ran a bit differently.  James drove the church’s van and 
stayed in it with the young women.  They were the prayer 
team — fervently crying out to the Lord and bringing be-
fore the throne of grace requests for open doors, tender 
hearts and angelic protection.  The four friends of CSM, 
two men and two women, actually went out on the streets 
ministering to individuals.  The two women walked ahead 
of the men approaching prostitutes and other ladies; the 
men were behind them for support, prayer, guidance  and 
protection.  James was struggling with his confined role, 
but submitted to the Lord’s providence and had the bless-
ing of seeing Him answer many, many prayers.  
 

Together the group had direct contact with about 10 peo-
ple that evening.  Half were prostitutes, 1 was a pimp and 
the others were people from the neighborhood.  The Lord 
blessed with many opportunities to reach out and share 
Christ’s love.  Here are some examples: 
 

· Diane and Stacey met a prostitute named Erika on 27th 
&  Penn.  She claimed that as a young child she was a 
believer in Jesus.  She was shattered and wept openly. 
Erika was very receptive as they talked with her about 
Jesus, His call to a perfect standard and His gift of eter-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Gang Outreach 2 

The Lazarus Project 3 

CSM is 4 years old! 3 

Prostitute Outreach  
(continued) 
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Christ Satisfies Ministries is a non-profit project  of Congressional District Programs, a 501 © (3) co rporation. 



V OLUME  5 ,  ISSUE 4 PAGE 2  

It  has been an in-
tersting autumn even by ur-
ban ministry standards here 
in north Minneapolis.  Fall is 
well underway — we’ve even 
had snow here more than 
once.  It came before our 
coats, hats, gloves and boots 
had awakened from their 
summer slumber.   
 

There’s been the usual inter-
esting things — a new 
homeschool year and sched-
ule, change of season sick-
ness though this year they 
were a bit more severe with 

repeated bronchitis for the children and a bout of the flu (H1N1) 
that landed James in bed and resting for 10 days coupled with 
the unusual — a bullet through our living room window which 
was stopped by our couch; a friend’s about to be closed on new 
home which is approximately 50 yards from our home, which 
was set ablaze one Sunday morning by some teenagers; the 
guy riding a bike through a major neighborhood intersection who 
turned back to pop off a few shots from his gun down the street 
behind him as James came driving along; the 3 am visitor who 
James met earlier in the day during an outreach who wanted to 
gain entrance to our house and the recent notification of the lat-
est Level 3 sexual offender living in the neighborhood.  As I 
went to write this newsletter at my “office” — a local coffee 
shop — I was summoned home by James while still en route.  
He had just received a call from the alarm company of our dear 
friends who live in the area asking him to meet the police at their 
home because their alarm had gone off.  He arrived to find the 
police complete with the K-9 unit  who had just searched their 
home because the rear door had been kicked in.  The following 
night as I was tucking Titus in bed, he got out his nearby copy of 
the Rainbow Resources Christmas catalog to show me a couple 
of knights, swords and shields that he would be more than 
happy to find under the Christmas tree.  Then he took me to the 
kitchen playsets to show me those he thought his sisters would 
enjoy.  In the midst of our “Christmas shopping,” six quick, short, 
blasts sounded the all too familiar ring of gunfire.  This time, 
however, it sounded really close — like just outside of our front 
door.  As I pushed Titus down on his bed, James called for us to 
meet him downstairs.  There, huddled in the hallway, Titus, 
Phoebe, Hadassah and I prayed while James called 911.  
 

Amid all of this activity Christ Satisfies Ministries celebrated its 
fourth birthday/anniversary just days before James celebrated 
his fortieth.  The Lord has showered us with amazing grace 
these days to stay the course on this sea of adversity.  Though 
it is not without temptation.  First there is a trickle of discontent. 
“It would be nice to live somewhere where my children could go 
outside and just play like kids.”  Next comes the fear.  “She is 
sitting on the couch right where the bullet hit.  What if it happens 
again?”  Then the truly scary one comes — disgust and self-
pity,  “Let’s just get out of here.  Move on.”  
 

By God’s great mercy, He grants repentance.  He shows the 
selfishness that is not concerned with those who are perishing.  
He reveals the lack of trust which forgets that He knows the be-
ginning from the end and has planned all things before the foun-
dation of the world for my good and His glory.  He discloses the 
self-reliance which brings weariness to one who carries a load 
she was not meant to bear.  Praise the Lord that Jesus is our 
(my) SYMPATHETIC High Priest.  He has walked in human 
footsteps and is all too familiar with the pain of this sinful world.  
I am grateful that I am able to cast my anxieties on Him because 
He cares for me.  He renews me through giving me the grace to 
lift my eyes off my earthly circumstances which will never bring 
true soul satisfaction regardless of how “perfect “ and 
“wonderful” they may seem. 
 

In this season of restlessness, James and other friends of Christ 
Satisfies Ministries conducted an outreach to the gang mem-
bers, drug dealers and troubled youth of our community.  
Though it was a particularly tense time leading up to the event , 
the group was excited to see how the Lord would lead.  Tracts, 
pocket Bibles, flyers for Christian rehab/discipleship programs 
(Teen Challenge and Metro Hope) and CDs featuring theologi-
cally solid hip-hop music were prepared to distribute to the vari-
ous groups and individuals encountered.   
 

The Lord truly blessed!  
Thirty-two CDs were 
handed out  along with 
fifty literature packets.  
Our team was able to 
minister to many people 
that day.  The re-
sponses of people 
ranged from a very 
thankful Bo who was 
celebrating his birthday 
to the group of 10 
youths who were ex-
tremely hard and were 
taunting another kid who 
was walking down the 
street with territorial jabs, “You don’t even know this commu-
nity.”  Though they had no use for God’s word and refused it; 
they were anxious to take the “hip-hop” disks.  James and com-
pany met and ministered to a woman and her teenaged son; a 
young man, G, and his bearded dragon, Reggie, who was sitting 
on his shoulder; Tina, a regular prostitute in the community; 
three older gangsters one of whom was a top level drug dealer 
who was cordial but businesslike and a group who was working 
on their car — they cursed our group and rejected the offer of a 
Word from the Lord with the response, “We’re stressed out!” 
 

� r ay for these people!  They are lost and deceived by the 
darkness.  Pray that the Lord would open their eyes to the truth 
and save their souls.  Pray for us, the workers.  As Jesus told us 
so many years ago, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.”  (Matthew 9:37-38). 
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This mural, titled “Honor Our 
Dead” adorns a building on West 
Broadway in north Minneapolis. 

This memorial for a recent murder 
victim also sits on West Broadway in 
north Minneapolis. 
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Recently, James was made the chap-
lain of the Lazarus Project, which is a 
transitional work program for men who 
have backgrounds that greatly inhibit 
their employment opportunities, i.e. felo-
nies, repeated drug/alcohol offenses, 
etc.  The business they work at is auto 
detailing. The vision-
ary founder of the 
Lazarus Project, 
Dan Bradley, has 
been an amazing 
part of James’ per-
sonal faith walk — a 
constant source of 
blessing and en-
c o u r a g e m e n t .  
Regular readers of 
Chr ist Sat isf ies 
Chronicles will rec-
ognize Dan as a fre-
quent attendee on 
CSM outreaches. 
 

The vision of this ministry is to disciple 
these men to a saving knowledge of Je-
sus Christ and help them to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Him. To that 
end, James conducts a weekly Bible 
Study, which meets at the start of the 
workday on Wednesday mornings.  He 

also provides biblical counseling to 
the men, meets with some on a one-
on-one basis and is part of the lead-
ership which hold the men account-
able to the covenants they entered 
into when they begin the program. 
Working with these men has been a 

great blessing for 
James.  He has 
witnessed the Lord 
at work in the lives 
of the men there. 
 

Steve Farrell, Ex-
ecutive Director of 
the Lazarus Pro-
ject, t irelessly 
pours his life out 
into the men the 
Lord directs to the 
program.  His min-
istry to them in-

cludes teaching  and training them 
with regard to work skills and job/ re-
lationship issues that may be foreign 
to many there as well as discipling 
them in the faith. 
 

Join us in prayer for this ministry.  
Pray that the Lord would continue to 
sustain it and would use it to draw 
these men nearer to Himself. 
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On October 24th Christ Satisfies Min-
istries celebrated its fourth anniver-
sary.  The Lord has greatly blessed 
this ministry with many opportunities 
and much fruit.  He has given us the 
privilege to pursue full time ministry for 
the past four years providing for all of 
our needs along the way. 
 

During this period of time thousands 
of tracts and hundreds of Bibles have 
been given to the people in our com-
munity — mostly to those on the 
fringes: gang members, drug dealers, 
prostitutes & pimps, the homeless and 
the poor.  In addition, CSM has been 
able to come 
alongside many 
of these indi-
viduals and 
share Christ’s 
love with them 
in a practical 
way with home-
less care pack-
ages,  yard 
g i v e a w a y 
items, Boxes of 
Love and more. 
 

We have had 
the blessing 
and opportunity 
to impact lives 
f o r  C h r i s t 
through community outreach and 
evangelism, discipleship of believers, 
Bible Studies and classes, preaching 
from the pulpit and sharing our strug-
gles and victories with you through e-
mails and newsletters. 
 

We are grateful for your partnership 
with us these past four years through 
prayer and financial support.  We are 
looking forward to see how the Lord 
will continues to use this ministry in 
north Minneapolis for His glory and 
honor. 
 

Please pray for wisdom as we minister 
in our community.  Pray with us for a 
Great Awakening on the northside. 
 

Chaplain James and the men of the 
Lazarus Project 
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James tells a neighbor-
hood kid about Jesus. 



“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptiz ing them  
in the name of    

the Father   
and of the Son   

and of   
the Holy Spir it, and teaching   

them to obey everything  
I have  

commanded you.”    
 

Matthew 28:19 -20  
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(Continued from page 1) 
nal life.  Her pimp approached the 
three of them and asked if everything 
was alright.  Quickly she regained 
composure, “Yeah, they’re church 
people.”  He went to his car.  After 
Diane & Stacey finished talking with 
Erika, she got into his car.  The team 
didn’t see her the rest of the evening. 

 

· Lynn, a homeless women, 236 miles 
from her community in northwest 
Minnesota, was another soul the 
Lord led to us.  She had purchased 
drugs at the 27th & Penn corner.  
Diane & Stacey (with Dan and 
Johnny close behind) followed her for 
3 or 4 blocks and were finally able to 
talk with her near Broadway & 26th.  
She spoke with them for a long time 
and shared some of her burdens ( a 
son with MS,  housing needs, etc.).  
They were able to encourage her to 
look to Jesus.   

 

· While waiting in front of a nearby 
apartment house the men were able 
to give a tract to a lady who was en-
tering the building.  Though drinking 
from a bottle of whisky in a brown 
bag, she took the Word from the Lord 
and asked for prayer for her family.  
They need housing, jobs and Jesus. 

 

· Back at 27th & Penn two high school 
girls approached the group asking for 
help.  A car was seen slowly follow-
ing them at close range.  The men 
escorted the girls to their home on 
29th & Oliver.  They encouraged 
them to look to Jesus and gave them 
gospel tracts. 

 

· Rhonda, a prostitute James knows 
from the community, was very hun-
gry.  She was thankful for both the 
burger the team gave her and the 
Word from the Lord. 

 

Of course, not all of the encounters 
were positive and fruitful.  There was 
one prostitute, again on the corner of 
27th & Penn, who was just shameless.  
She claimed to attend a church in St. 
Paul and admitted that she just did this 
“for the money.”  She actually accused 
our team of “messing up her money” by 
coming around her to talk.  Another 
brazen prostitute on the same corner 
was flagging cars down as they drove 
along the street.   The team tried to 

reach her, but  just before they got to 
her she was picked up by a trick.  This 
happened twice.  
 

Two of the Northland girls volunteered 
to go out on the streets and witness.  
The Lord gave much grace and they 
were fearless in the face of danger.  
Walking down a dark side street to ap-
proach someone, a looming figure and 
his pumped up pitbull appeared out of 
the shadows. The dog halted right in 
front of our student visitor.  Quickly, 
Dan slid between the two and greeted 
the dog walker, “Hey, man, would you 
like a Word from the Lord?”  This dis-
armed him and he backed way off.  Our 
group proceeded along seeking oppor-
tunities to minister Truth.   
 

After each group of students returned 
from their outreach trip — there were 
three trips altogether to accommodate 
all of the student participants — they 
were able to “debrief” at the home of 
Ed & Dorothy Woods, Continental Bap-
tist Missions missionaries who lead the 
ESL ministry at our church.  There they 
had time to reflect on what they saw 
and learned that evening.  For many of 
the young women the night’s events  
were overwhelming, eye-opening and 
sobering.  Situations and individuals 
like those they encountered on the out-
reach are outside, way outside, of the 
cloistered existence of college life 
where energies are focused on studies 
and campus life.  This venture into the 
inner city and urban ministry both chal-
lenged and burdened these women.  
The harsh realities of life in the city 
were made real even if only for a few 
hours.  Some even felt the Lord’s tug 
toward serving in an urban setting.  
The Lord is gracious to use CSM as an 
instrument to expose people to urban 
ministry.  He uses these situations to 
give clarity to those considering service 
in this type of ministry by confirming 
callings or closing doors.  
 

Thankfully Lord continues to provide us 
with ministry opportunities to the lost 
and hurting.  Pray for temporal and 
eternal salvation for those we met on 
this outreach.  Pray the Lord would use 
this experience in the lives of all who 
served to draw them nearer to Himself 
and to give them a greater love and 
compassion for those in bondage to 
their sin. 

HURTING SOULS, LOVING WORDS 


