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James has been ministering at 
the Hennepin County Adult De-
tention Division a.k.a. the Hen-
nepin County Jail for the past 
two and a half years.  Currently, 
he conducts 3-4 Bible studies at 
the facility each week. 
 

This ministry opportunity has 
been a great blessing for James and a very fruitful minis-
try.  It is interesting to see the way  the Lord has woven 
together the various threads of Christ Satisfies Ministries.  
James routinely drives around our community sharing the 
love of Jesus and distributing “Words from the Lord” — 
tracts that clearly share the gospel — to our neighbors. 
Included in that group are gang members, drug dealers, 
prostitutes, pimps, the homeless as well as families, sin-
gles, refugees and immigrants.  Since 2005, James has 
been ministering the gospel in our community.  He has 
met many, many people and has had the opportunity to 
build solid relationships with many of the troubled, crimi-
nal and disenfranchised who live here.  The years of faith-
fully being out on the streets, by God’s grace, have given 
him a unique ability to reach some of these hardened indi-
viduals, especially those who end up in the local jail.  Of-
ten one of the participants in the jail Bible study will recog-
nize James as “the guy in the van on the northside.”  
 

In God’s sovereign wisdom, He has built this network of 
relationships and given this foundation, this trust, as a 
platform for James to share the Truth about our sin and 
our need for a Savior with the men he meets and minis-
ters to at the jail.   
 
Recently, twenty-three inmates came into one of the Bible 
studies.  There were so many people present that James 

had to ask the deputy to bring in more chairs!  On that 
particular day, James was taking the group through the 
five solas — sola scriptura (“by Scripture alone”), sola fide 
(“by faith alone”), sola gratia (“by grace alone”), Solo 
Christo (“through Christ alone”), Soli Deo gloria (“glory to 
God alone”).  These distinctives of the Protestant faith are 
not so clearly delineated to many thus leading to confu-
sion and misunderstanding of true Christianity.  The men 
sat attentively listening and absorbing what was taught.  
At the finish of the hour, all but one thanked James and 
shook his hand before returning to their cells.   
 

Two men who have been consistent participants in the 
Bible studies at the jail over recent weeks are men James 
knows from the community.  One is a believer who lives 
the next block over from us.  He is serving a sentence at 
the jail now and has been attending the Bible studies both 
on Monday morning (9-10 am) and Friday afternoon (1-2 
pm).  James commented that this man, R., “has a great 
love for the Word which is exciting as is his desire to grow 
and be empowered to live a holy life.  It is a blessing to 
see.” 
 

The other man is A.  James has known him since his ear-
liest days evangelizing in the community.  A. was present 
and offered James encouragement back in August of 
2005 — before our “official” ministry start — when he was 
assaulted while on the corner sharing the Truth.  “Don’t let 
him scare you.  We need you here, “  A. encouraged.  He 
has been participating in the Bible studies at the jail re-
cently even crying out to God for help and strength. 
 

Pray with us for continued opportunities and fruitfulness in 
the jail ministry.  Pray for these men and the many others  
who are incarcerated.  Pray that they will hear the Truth, 
and the Truth will set them free.   
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�  n 

F e b r u a r y  
we were 

blessed to host a dear 
family friend who came 
to north Minneapolis to 

visit us on a short-term missions trip. We have known this 
young man, who is now 14, since he was a child of 4, so 
it was an extra special blessing to watch him serve with 
humility and courage.   Kyler came to us from Rogers, a 
city of 50,000 located in 
the northwest corner of 
Arkansas.   
 

Kyler joined James for five 
days of urban ministry op-
portunities.  He was able 
to participate in several 
early morning discipleship 
meetings.   He was a 
member of the homeless 
outreach team which min-
istered to men at the 
“tramp camp” one Satur-
day evening. He drove around the community with James 
evangelizing and ministering the gospel to our neighbors 
as well as gang members, drug dealers, prostitutes and 
pimps.  In addition, James introduced him to many of the 
different cultures that reside here in the Twin Cities.  They 
visited two Somali malls and met with David Mowen, a 
missionary to the Muslim community in the city.  He was 
able to meet and pray with the Woods’, ESL missionaries, 
here who minister among international students at the 
University of Minnesota and the Hmong community who 
participate in the English classes held at our church, 
Family Baptist.  He was able to experience Vietnamese 
and Middle Eastern meals at local eateries.  He helped 
out with the youth ministry at Family Baptist attending the 
classes for the 3rd-6th graders on Sunday morning and 
joining in the JAM ministry on Sunday night.  Both of 
these opportunities enabled him to meet and interact with 
kids his own age who live here in north Minneapolis. 
 

During his short stay here, Kyler was able to see many 
aspects of life in the city.  He did not see the “glamorous 
and chic” view, but the view from our window — the one 
with a bullet hole in it.  He saw the lost and downtrodden, 
those pursing the wide road.  Not only did he get to par-
ticipate in the daily life/schedule of an urban missionary, 
he was able to see our neighbors at restaurants, in the 
grocery stores, at the post office.  He even had time to 
wait at the county jail while James ministered to some in-
mates during his Friday and Monday Bible studies. 
 

Kyler’s parents asked him to journal his daily experiences 
on a family blog.  We were encouraged to read some of 
his insights both while he was here and after his return 
home.  Here is a sampling: 
 
� “God really blessed me on my missions trip and He 

used it to show me how blessed we are to have what 
we have.” (2/24/10) 

 

� “Today we drove by a sort of memorial for a gangster 
that had been killed in a gang fight.  He was sixteen.  
It was marked by a light pole with a piece of paper 
attached to it.  And a stuffed animal of Winnie the 
Pooh was taped to the pole.  It almost made me cry.  
On the paper were a lot of stuff written on it, I only 
caught two words, ‘Senseless Death’.”  (2/21/10) 

 

� “The homeless shelter was mainly a large room with 
lots of mats that would be sleeping places for people.  
It was not at all the nicest place I have been but it 
gave a good glimpse into all the blessings that I have 
that I take for granted.  We handed out bags called 
care packages with things like socks, hat, gloves, 
scarf, blanket, the Gospel of John, water, some toilet-
ries, fruit bars and some other things.  I didn’t do 
much, but I was impressed at how eager the people 
were to receive things that I take for granted every-
day.  I am very blessed to have been along, it was 
like nothing I have seen before.  Count your bless-
ings, name them one by one.” (2/20/10) 

 

� “Then we continued on to street evangelizing.  At first 
I was scared to death about it, but I pushed myself 
and I ended up actually enjoying it.”  (2/19/10)  

 

Praise the Lord for the work 
of grace He did in Kyler’s life 
during his  visit to north Min-
neapolis.  His reflections 
both encourage and convict 
us. It was a blessing to see 
his teachable and submis-
sive attitude.  Though terri-
fied at times, by God’s grace,  
he worked through it and ex-
hibited great courage.  We 
are very thankful to the Lord  
to be able to have a godly 
influence upon him during 
such a formative period of 
his life.  Pray with us for the 
Lord to continue working in Kyler’s life and to use him in a 
mighty way to advance His Kingdom.  
 

Pray that the Lord would grant salvation to the people 
Kyler met and ministered to while he was here. Pray that 
all of us would have tender hearts toward the lost and de-
sire their salvation above own individual comfort. 
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Kyler loading the van with home-
less care kits. 

James, Hadassah, Phoebe, Kyler 
and Titus at Minnehaha Falls. 

Titus & Kyler standing ON 
Lake Calhoun in Minneapolis 



�  e have had a violent start to the new 
year/new decade here in Minneapolis.  

As we near the end of the first quarter, the city’s 
death toll approaches a dozen — eleven at last 
count.  It may be up to twelve as of today (3/30/10). 
Five of those lives were snuffed out here in north Min-
neapolis.  The victims are mostly men and mostly 
young, though not always.  The memorial pictured 
here was created to honor the memory of a 17 year-
old girl who was murdered outside of a party on a Fri-
day night in February.  In her case, not only was her 
death violent but the violence continued when a me-

lee broke out at her funeral and gang members were arrested for fighting and 
packing guns at the service.   
 

Many of the violent crimes and murders we see and hear about here on the 
northside and throughout the city occur in the context of generational poverty 
and criminal activity.  There is no hope of anything more let alone better. 
 

It is into this environment where Christ Satisfies Ministries seeks to reach the 
lost and, oftentimes, forgotten in our community.  Will you join with us in be-
seeching the Lord of the Harvest to bring more souls into His Kingdom and 
more workers into His fields?   

CHRIST SATISFIES CHRONICLES PAGE 3  

�������
�����
����������

�   group of young men from 
Northland Bible College 

joined James and a team from Christ 
Satisfies Ministries to minister to the 
homeless in mid-February.  As has 
happened on several homeless out-
reaches that CSM has conducted 
this year, the group was bombarded 
with requests for the homeless care 
kits they carried as they exited the 
van.  Times are hard these days, and 
the numbers of needy have grown. 
 

After praying for grace to minister the 
Truth to the lost and hurting, the 
group of five college students and 
the CSM team went off in groups of 
two seeking to share the love of 
Christ with the men (and women) 
who were gathered on the street out-
side the “tramp camp” and other 
shelters. 
 

The young men were excited for the 
opportunity to minister in the city with 
its dangers and challenges, which 
differ greatly from their normal, rou-
tine campus life.  Their zeal to share 
the Truth with these downtrodden 
souls encouraged us greatly. 
 

Altogether 40 care kits were given 
away each containing warm socks, 
hats & gloves, toiletries, water, some 
granola bars and, most importantly, 
the Gospel of John.  A  variety of 
people were encountered including 
those who professed Christ and 
those who were followers of false 
gods; the poor in spirit who were 
thankful for the practical assistance 
and the encouragement toward the 
Truth and the hard who weren’t inter-
ested in Jesus and His saving grace. 
 

Please pray with us for those on the 
streets.  Pray that the Lord would 
draw them to Himself and rescue 
them.  Pray also for the future minis-
try of those young men who reached 
out with us. 

For the first quarter of 2010, Christ 
Satisfies Ministries has focused our 
monthly outreach efforts at prostitutes 
and pimps (January), the homeless 
(February) and gang bangers/drug 
dealers/troubled youth (March).   
 

On a cold January night James and a 
few other faithful friends of CSM took 
to the streets to share Christ’s love 
with the prostitutes (and pimps) who 
work the northside.  They were able to 
minister to about six or eight people 
that evening.  Some were open to the 
gospel while others asked for prayer.  
All of them accepted a care package 
which included gospel tracts, Healing 
House information and some food.  
Strung out, freezing and in bondage to 
drugs and people, they are in great 
need of help both physical and spiri-
tual.  
 

This past Saturday (3/27/10) a group 
of five men including James drove 

around the community and spent time 
in focused ministry to the gang bang-
ers/drug dealers and troubled youth in 
our neighborhood.  The group was 
armed with approximately 30 care 
packages, which included gospel 
tracts, a New Testament and literature 
on Christian rehab facilities. 
 

Though the day was cold and over-
cast, the Lord opened the doors for 
the CSM team to minister in Christ’s 
name to over thirty individuals.  All 30 
packages were given away. Several of 
the young men approached were hard 
of heart initially, but once the team of-
fered to pray for their needs many of 
them softened. Some knew James 
from his drives around the community.   
 

Praise the Lord that He pursues His 
sheep relentlessly.  Pray with us that 
some of these men and woman would 
be saved and become part of Christ’s 
sheepfold. 
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Praise the Lord �
� for His faithfulness in providing for the needs of CSM & our family�
� for opening doors to reach people for Christ in N. Minneapolis�
� for grace to minister to men through the jail & prison ministry and 

to those in recovery�
�

Pray for  �
� our Easter outreach to families & neighbors in our community�
� The Saturday night FREE INDEED! Ministry launching 5/8/10 
� opportunities to visit churches and share CSM’s ministry in north 

Minneapolis�
� increased opportunities to minister to the lost and hurting in our 

community and to develop deeper relationships as the Lord leads�
� our family’s growth in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus 

Christ�
� the salvation of our children: Trace (17), Titus (6), Phoebe (5) and 

Hadassah (3) 

This May James and members of both 
the CSM Advisory Council and Family 
Baptist Church are planning to launch a 
Saturday night ministry that will seek to 
encourage believers to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ 
and to fight hard against sin.  It will also 
encourage non-believers that Jesus is 
the only answer for overcoming their 
struggles and sin.  FREE INDEED! 
(John 8:36 -”So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.”) will meet at 
Family Baptist Church, 2201 Girard 
Ave. N. in Minneapolis. 
 

James will plan on preaching through 
the book of Galatians.  The evening pro-
gram will include a time of worship and 
praise, preaching, break-out sessions 
which will seek to address sin from a 
Biblical counseling perspective and fel-
lowship. 
 

Though the service will be open to all 
who want to grow in Christ and minister 
to the body of Christ, it will focus on ad-
dressing idols of the heart, i.e drug & 
alcohol addiction, pornography, etc. that 
routinely surface in many of the popula-
tions both CSM  and FBC seek to 
reach.  Please pray that the Lord would 
be honored through this ministry. 

 

Please pray for the team launching this 
new ministry that the Lord would open 
doors for spiritual growth for all in-
volved.  Pray that people would come 
and be renewed.  
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